
Group Art Unit : 2711 

Examiner : 

Hon. Assistant Commissioner 



for Patents 
Washington, D.C . 20231 
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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97, 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
following documents. 

U.S . Patents 

Strubbe et al. U.S. patent 5,483,278 (1/9/96) 
Graves et al . U.S. patent 5,410,344 (4/25/95) 
Strubbe U.S. patent 5,223,924 (6/29/93) 

Foreign Patent Document 

EPO Patent Application EP 0 854 645 A2 (7/22/98) 
EPO Patent Application EP 0 721 253 A2 (7/10/96) 



Copies of the aforementioned documents, which are 
listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 (submitted in 
duplicate), are enclosed herewith. 



• 



Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this 
patent application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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if not conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



